Deputation to Mississauga City Council
2026 City Budget
Rockwood Residents’ Association
Madam Mayor, Members of Council,
I am speaking today on behalf of the Board of the Rockwood Residents’ Association, and our members, residents of Rockwood Village in Ward 3.
Thank you for the opportunity to place our comments on the public record regarding Mississauga’s 2026 budget. We recognize that the potential to effect change to this budget is not realistic. Our comments today are therefore focused on future budgets and future decision-making.
 Our purpose today is therefore not to relitigate the 2026 budget, but to clearly articulate residents’ concerns and expectations going forward, particularly as this Council approaches the final year of its mandate and as we enter an election year.
The City has presented a 2026 budget that includes a 5.34 per cent increase in property taxes. For many residents, this came as a relief as initial discussions suggested increases in the 10-11 per cent range. 
That said, relief should not be confused with comfort. A 5.34 per cent increase is still significant, particularly when viewed in the context of recent history. Over the past eight years, Mississauga property taxes have increased by approximately 40 per cent, while household incomes, especially for seniors and residents on fixed incomes, have not kept pace.
This final budget number was achieved through a combination of reducing or eliminating certain levies and drawing from reserve funds. While this provides short-term relief, it raises a serious concern for residents: that costs deferred in 2026 will simply reappear in the 2027 budget, compounding affordability challenges rather than addressing them in a sustainable way.
We commend City Council for keeping the municipal increase at 1.61% However, it must also be acknowledged that every Mississauga Councillor sits on Regional Council. As such, you collectively voted on and approved the Region of Peel budget of 3.1% including a 9.9 per cent increase to the Peel Regional Police budget.
Residents reasonably expect the same level of fiscal discipline, scrutiny, and restraint at the regional table as is demonstrated at the city table. From a resident’s perspective, the distinction between City and Region is academic: the tax bill is one bill, and affordability is one issue.
Many residents recall former Mayor Hazel McCallion, who was frequently asked how she managed to keep Mississauga’s finances under control. Her answer was simple and memorable: she treated the City’s money as if it were her own. That philosophy earned her the trust of residents and sustained her leadership for decades, often without electoral challenge.
Another hallmark of her tenure was her ability to attract corporate investment to help offset costs that would otherwise fall on residents. In recent years, that approach appears to have weakened, and the result has been a growing reliance on property taxes to fund expanding ambitions.
At a recent Ward 3 budget meeting, a resident made a request that resonated deeply with our community. They asked Council to treat the City’s budget the same way families treat their household budgets. Families plan spending based on known income. Increasingly, however, it appears that the city determines what it would like to spend first and then distributes those costs to taxpayers afterward.
At that same meeting, City staff suggested that residents direct their concerns to the provincial and federal governments in the hope of securing more favourable transfer payments. Upon reflection, our Board of Directors concluded that while additional revenue may help in the short term, we are not confident that increased income alone would address the underlying issue. 
We believe the City must first demonstrate the ability to live within its means. This is a basic test of fiscal responsibility, one that every household must meet, and one the City is currently struggling to achieve.
What concerns residents most is not any single line item, but the cumulative effect of repeated above-inflation increases and a budgeting approach that appears to prioritize expansion and enhancement ahead of long-term affordability.
Residents are already leaving Mississauga in search of more affordable housing and employment opportunities elsewhere. That should concern all of us.
The Rockwood Residents’ Association believes it is time for Council to make difficult, and sometimes unpopular choices. This includes reconsidering advocacy for new infrastructure and service enhancements that may be desirable, but are not essential.
Projects such as bicycle lanes, Bus Rapid Transit, and new community centres are often presented as improvements. However, these initiatives were strongly opposed by many of our residents, who questioned both their necessity and their value relative to rising taxes. Years later the BRT stations are empty, Mississauga transit is in the red and a bicyclist is rarely seen on the bike lanes our community opposed.
At the same time, windrow clearing, a service with a significant and ongoing cost, was implemented without public consultation, further reinforcing concerns about how priorities are set and how trade-offs are managed.  Certainly, a crowd pleaser in an election year but at who’s expense?
As we look ahead, many residents are focused not just on the 2026 budget, but on what follows. There is an old adage that “many a true word is spoken in jest”, and recent public remarks about the timing of budget decisions have reinforced concerns that fiscal restraint applied in 2026 may not extend beyond the election cycle.
Accordingly, while acknowledging that this budget will be finalized, the Rockwood Residents’ Association will be working with our resident association partners across the city to advocate that this Council, and the next, commit to the following principles:
First, clearly differentiate between essential services and non-essential enhancements within the City’s budget.  
Second, re-evaluate discretionary spending, and defer, scale back, or eliminate items that are not urgent or do not deliver clear value to residents.  
Third, ensure that tax dollars are allocated in a way that reflects the financial realities residents are facing.
Fourth, demonstrate transparency in how budget priorities are determined and how trade-offs are made, so residents can understand not only what decisions are made, but why.
Finally, we respectfully request that the City undertake an independent audit to include a cost benefit analysis of spending to provide residents with confidence that public funds are being used responsibly and effectively.
Taking these steps will help maintain public trust and ensure that the City remains focused on delivering the services that matter most to residents.
As this is an election year, residents will be paying close attention. We will be looking for these principles to be clearly reflected in the platforms of all candidates seeking to represent Mississauga, at both the City and Regional levels.
While the 2026 budget will probably not change, the direction of future budgets must. Residents expect leadership, discipline, and transparency and we will continue to advocate for these values in the months ahead.
Thank you, Madam Mayor and Members of Council, for the opportunity to place these comments on the public record.

