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Rockwood Residents’ Association
Annual Meeting Minutes
May 27, 2025
Held at the Burnhamthorpe Community Centre

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm
RRA Director Michael Suppa opened the meeting by welcoming all attendees and addressing the housekeeping rules for the evening.
Agenda

The agenda for the evening was posted on the RRA website. To reflect the few adjustments made, the revised agenda was shown on the screen. Acceptance of agenda: 
· Moved by Susan Clunie, Seconded by Joe Silva.    The motion was carried.
	 
The attendees were requested to declare any real or perceived conflicts of interest.
 No conflicts of interest were disclosed. 

The minutes of our 2023/24 meeting were posted on the RRA website.  No errors or omissions were note. A motion to accept the minutes as presented was:  
· Moved by Dale Biason, Seconded by Sumit Kapur. The motion was carried. 

President’s Report


Dale Biason, President, RRA, welcomed the members and special guests including Mayor Carolyn Parrish, Councillor Chris Fonseca, and representatives from the city.
The 2024/25 Board members were introduced and special mention was given to Desiree King for her efforts on developing and producing our new website, and Sue Lawton, our former School Trustee, and a valued advisor, who has stepped down from the Board.  Biason also reminded the audience of the passing of our Vice-President Angela Loconte, and Boris Swedak, former President, advisor, and Lifetime Member, adding that their contributions were invaluable.
Dale Biason spoke to the RRA mission and communication channels:
The RRA is committed to building a strong, informed, and engaged community. 
· We keep residents updated through our quarterly newsletter, website, Facebook and Instagram pages, and this annual meeting.
· We are a volunteer-led organization focused on advocating for local issues, promoting events, and collaborating with the City and our Councillor to improve our neighbourhood. 
· We encourage all residents to get involved and stay connected.
Dale Biason outlined the past year’s activities:
· Addressed a variance request for the Forest Park apartments at the Committee of Adjustment. A volunteer group has already met, and welcome more support to keep the community informed and engaged.
· We continued our work with Councillor Fonseca and Alectra on resolving noise and vibration issues from the EMS substation on Burnhamthorpe. Progress has been made, but challenges remain.
· We opposed the proposed 5G tower at Longo’s via a strong letter campaign to all levels of government and encouraged our members to do the same. We await updates from the Councillor tonight.
· We raised your concerns about the Rathburn/Ponytrail Integrated Road Project directly to the City, as many residents felt their questions went unanswered. We met with the City in March and will discuss these issues further this evening.
Dale Biason spoke about the newsletter and the potential that it may not continue in its current format:
· For 14 years, our newsletter has been fully funded by advertisers, particularly local real estate professionals. 
· This year, advertising revenue has declined due to broader economic shifts and a cooling housing market, while publishing costs continue to rise. 
· Options to ensure the newsletter’s future, including: seeking new advertisers; reducing the number of pages; transitioning to a digital format or a combination of these options.  If we go digital, we encourage you to subscribe to stay informed.



Financial Report: 


Susan Clunie, Treasurer, reported the financials for the Year Ending June 30, 2024

· Our year end is June 30th and so with the AM being held in May the report is made on the year prior’s statement of July 1, 2023 to June 30 2024.  

· The Revenue was $18,546 for the year:  $17,211 was generated by Advertisers paying a fee to advertise in our quarterly newsletter and Membership fees of $10 per person in the amount of $1,335 

· The Expenses for the year of $17,308.52 were comprised of Graphic set up of the 4 Newsletters and printing costs of $12,139.66, Delivery of the newsletter of $2,185.32, RRA website costs of $1,505.25, and Donations to Charities of $1,000 to the Mississauga Food Bank and $250 to the Mississauga Fire Fighters Benevolent Fund.

· [bookmark: _Hlk201049626]The Opening Bank Balance on July 1, 2023 was $9,168.60 and the Closing Balance was $10,406.08.

· The revenue and expenses were examined by Lisa Beaudoin, and she has stated that it was a fair representation of the RRA financial position at that time.

An update on this fiscal year was also provided:

· Membership fees collected so far this year were slightly ahead of the previous year and the RRA is hoping with the emphasis on Membership that it will increase even more since May is Membership month

· This year it was determined that it would be easier financially for our advertisers to pay for their ads in 2 installments rather than annually, hoping that we would keep all of the advertisers and perhaps attract a few more.  Unfortunately, there were Advertisers that declined to place their ads with us this year and thus we have lost revenue.

· The revenue is $8,178.25 added to the opening balance of $10,406.08 less expenses of $17,691.39, leaving a balance on May 27 of $893.04  

· Costs continue to increase for the Newsletter and advertisers have diminished; and so, with that in mind, we are cautiously optimistic that we will be able to attract some new advertisers, and keep those who advertised in the Summer Issue, to allow us to publish and deliver further issues.   If we are not successful in the advertising recruitment, we will publish a newsletter to our website to provide communication with our community.

· Clunie asked that if you or someone that you know might be interested in advertising, please send an email to info@rockwoodvillage.ca for information on advertising prices.  

Susan Clunie was asked what would happen if the RRA does not have the funds to send out the fall newsletter. Clunie replied, that the RRA will not provide a newsletter in the same format if the financial situation does not allow for the print and distribution.

Susan Clunie asked for a motion to approve the June 1, 2023 to July 30, 2024 Treasurer’s Report.

· Moved by: Iris Schweiger, Seconded by: Kim Pines-Popik. The motion was carried


New Website introduction 


Susan Clunie, announced that RRA Board member Desiree King used her time and talents to create a new secure website for Rockwood Residents’ Association. It will be live on the 1st of June 2025. All are invited to browse it. King also pre-recorded a short video introducing the different features of the new site. The video was played to the assembly.

Dale Biason thanked Desiree King for producing the professional new and secure website. Biason encouraged those present to test drive it soon by googling Rockwood Village or using rockwoodvillage.ca in their browser

Community Crime Issues Peel Police 


Four members of the Peel Police force attended the meeting including Constable Haave Wright #4706, Community Liaison Officer at the 12th division (contact info: 905-453-2121 Ext. 1260, cell: 365-440-1072, 4706@peelpoice.ca)

· A Community Intervention Response Team was established in July 2024 after a successful pilot project. The unit was established to add more presence in the community. In addition to police cruisers patrolling our neighbourhood in regular intervals, bike patrol units and police officers walking are now present in the area to deter criminal acts and provide enforcement more quickly. A community safety operation centre provides officers with video footage for swift dispatch.

· The community is encouraged to report suspicious or criminal activity. Citizen concerns are taken seriously. Crimes can be reported by: 
· Calling 911 or the non-emergency police line: 905-453-2121. The callers name, phone number and address will be recorded and all information entered into a data base. An official witness statement might be requested.

· Report to Crime Stoppers. 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). This is an anonymous call which keeps the caller’s identity protected.  

· [bookmark: _Hlk201008703]The Peel Police website:  https://www.peelpolice.ca/  shows crime statistics. Also, the community drop down box shows a map and details ongoing investigations in communities. 
See our website for more information on police services and safety

RRA Secretary, Iris Schweiger, thanked the officers for their commitment to participate in the meeting, the presentation, and reminded the assembly that all information will be provided on our website.

Changes to Constitution


Iris Schweiger, Secretary explained that this year we found ourselves in need of a succession plan.  With some resignations from the Board and the unfortunate passing of our Vice President, we found ourselves potentially without a Board member with tenure willing to undertake the role.  We therefore find it necessary to have the authority to set aside Article 111 A of the constitution, in the event of unusual circumstances, to allow the Board an option to fulfill our obligations under ONCA, the Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act by enacting a notwithstanding clause.

Moved by Dale Biason and seconded by Susan Clunie that Article 111 A1) be added to the constitution:

Notwithstanding the term and tenure requirements for the Officers, in the event of extenuating circumstances in which there is a vacancy in one or more of the Officer positions, and there are no Directors who meet the tenure requirement, the Executive Board, may nominate an Interim Officer from the currently elected Board members, provided that the Interim Officer has held the elected position of Director, for a minimum of one year, and is elected to the interim position by a majority of the Executive Board. The Interim Officer must be ratified and elected at a duly called and constituted annual meeting of the association

The motion was carried.





IX.   Privacy Policy     
 
The Board asked for small changes in wording of the RRA privacy policy. The words in red are to be omitted, the word in yellow highlight are to be added for clarification purposes. 
 
The Rockwood Homeowners Association will not collect, share or sell any information that is provided on their website.  Any information collected provided will strictly be used to communicate information requested, or as a member to receive relative community information.  In the event that members do not wish to receive emails, they can reply with "unsubscribe" in the subject and will be removed from our list of subscribers

· [bookmark: _Hlk198941246][bookmark: _Hlk198919363]Moved by Claudia Wooland and seconded by Sumit Kapur that article IX of the constitution be changed as above.  The motion was carried.


Elections for 2025/26 Executive Board


Dale Biason advised those present that the RRA constitution requires the election of 3 Officers: President, Vice President and Treasurer. These officers are elected for a two- year term.  Susan Clunie has one year remaining on her term. 

Dale Biason stated that this will be the last year that she will stand for re-election as President and will eagerly pass the torch to a younger, but equally passionate candidate at the end of this term.  The nomination of Biason to another term was moved by Claudia Wooland and Seconded by Susan Clunie.  The motion was carried.
Dale Biason expressed appreciation for the affirmation of her position, and promised to do her utmost to promote and uphold the values that the RRA stands for and actively work to address community concerns and to enhance the neighbourhood
Dale Biason nominated Sumit Kapur (currently represents the RRA at Miranet) as Vice President, seconded by Susan Clunie.  The motion was carried.

Dale Biason noted that the constitution also requires the election of 8 Directors for a term of two years.  Over the course of the past year, several members resigned for various reasons.  However, the constitution allows the Executive Board the power to fill vacancies, between annual meetings, to maintain a minimum number of Board Members.  
Michael Suppa and Bo Zhang were appointed to the Board and must be ratified by the membership voting them officially to the Board of Directors. It was moved by Susan Clunie and seconded by Claudia Wooland that Bo Zhang and Michael Suppa be elected to the Board. The motion was carried.
Sumit Kapur moved that Frank Medoro be re-elected to the Board, seconded by Susan Clunie.  The motion was carried.
Nusrat Azam, and Claudia Wooland have one more year on their term. 
There are 3 Director positions open.  Dale Biason advised that no experience was required other than an interest in in how municipal and provincial matters affect the community and believe that the community voice should be heard.  Expectations for time and commitment were explained and members were urged to come forward and join the Board.
[bookmark: _Hlk199236502]The names of Kim Pines-Popik, Mirela-Liana Aparaschivei and Marylee Farrugia were brought to the floor for election to the Board as Directors.  It was moved by Dale Biason. Seconded by Iris Schweiger that, Kim Pines-Popik, Mirela-Liana Aparaschivei and Marylee Farrugia be elected to the board. The motion was carried.

Congratulations, to our new Directors. 

Councillor Fonseca


Dale Biason introduced Councillor Fonseca, noting that she has never missed the opportunity to come to our meetings, since first elected, and we are happy that she is still showing up for us, even though we have some tough questions for her tonight. She also noted that we have included a link to the Councillor on our website and encouraged everyone to sign up for her newsletter, 

Ward 3 Councillor Fonseca shared three good news stories that the Mississauga City Council passed recently.

The 65+ free transit and free access to community centers was described as a transformative opportunity to make lives for seniors more efficient, affordable, more accessible for health and well being across the City of Mississauga. This optimizes tax payer money.  In addition, the city now offers free transit for children 12 years and under.

In response to some of the questions posed by the community: 
· At this time there is no update on the Telecommunication Tower envisioned for the Kingsbury Plaza area in our community. 
· The speedhumps along Fieldgate are going to be updated and modified during the upcoming season. 

The Councillor thanked:

· Mayor Parrish for attending this meeting
· Claudia Wooland for her unwavering commitment in regards to the Alectra project.
· The outgoing and incoming members to the RRA
· The City staff that help serve every member of our community
· Nicole Danesi for her activism from a young age, and who has now proposed an action plan to incentivise young individuals to vote
· Desiree King for modernizing the Website and connecting all social media

Due to time constraints, the questions for the councillor had to be edited at the meeting, however, you can see the entire list of questions and all the answers to every question which was asked.  They will be displayed in the AM section and also in the Rathburn/Ponytrail and Forest Park Sections of our website: Questions and Answers.

Rathburn Integrated Road Project

Based on questions received in regards to the Rathburn Integrated Road Project Claudia Wooland posed the following question:
Question:  Residents feel that meaningful community input was NOT adequately incorporated into the decision-making process for this integrated project. To address this, could you share a couple of examples where one or two key priorities identified by residents directly influenced project decisions and specifically, how did these translate into tangible changes?

Answer:  The Councillor responded:
· The project began 14 years ago in response to requests from the Rockwood Neighbours
· At that time, it was slated for resurfacing only
· In response to the needs of the neighbourhood:
· The Hydro Corridor was formalized to stop dumping and illegal acts, and is now a beautiful walkway to enjoy
· The 2013 flooding of the neighbourhood was partially due to an aging infrastructure which has now been updated to handle storm water
· Speeding on Rockwood Village Roads was an ongoing issue. Traffic Calming measures have been implemented to curb the ability to speed
· Rathburn Rd, especially, was one large asphalt and concrete slap jungle. The neighbours had requested greening of the area. The greening has begun with final tree Canapé still being planted this season
Question: Accident Trends and Construction Site Safety Oversight:  Data suggests increase in accidents and injuries during the second timeframe, coinciding with the road construction phase Wooland posed the following questions
a. What were the safety issues that contributed to the rise in incidents?
b. Going forward in this and other projects, and based on “lessons learned” what measures will the City implement to improve the safety and protect pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists during these construction phases
Answer: Councillor Fonseca will gather responses from the appropriate City officials and provide a report back to us.  
The Action Items resulting from the RRA meeting with the City in March will be posted on the RRA website as soon as June 1st 2025. 

New Developments at Forest Park

RRA Director Michael Suppa led the Q & A directed to Councillor Fonseca and City Planning Staff member Ashley B. 
Pre-amble: In 2024 the mayor assembled a task force to outline impediments and bring forth ideas for how to: 
· Kick-start development in today’s challenging market and get them built more quickly and affordably 
· Streamline processes to make it easier to build in Mississauga 
· Create the incentives needed to deliver homes for a wide-range of Mississauga families

Questions and Responses:

Question: Please explain the difference between intensification and the objectives of the mayor’s plan.

Answer:
Intensification is mandated by the Province of Ontario. The City of Mississauga has to show a plan of how they will develop, re-zone areas for densification and re-use. This can be residential and industrial alike. 

The mayor’s plan defines what areas are re-zoned. Note that every land owner has the right to apply for re-zoning and/or re-development.

Question: What weight, if any, will the city planners and their comments have with Council, when they approve a development plan, particularly if the plan does not meet the standards of the official plan but has been approved by the Committee of Adjustment.

Answer:
· The City planning staff weighs in heavily providing information to both, the City Council and the Committee of Adjustment. There are two possible options to apply for re-zoning and re-development. One is through the city council, with possible citizen meetings and input. The other option is through the Committee of Adjustment for variances. The mayor and the councillors have no voice in the decision of the Committee of Adjustments.  The Committee of Adjustment is appointed by City Council and consists of seven citizen members, and operates at arms length from the City Council. Councillor Fonseca explained that it is a conflict of interest for a Councillor to interfere with this process. 

· Third party appeal was eliminated by the Province of Ontario, meaning the owners of adjacent houses are not allowed to appeal an approval by the Committee of Adjustment. As a result of this legislation, only the applicant, the municipality, certain public bodies and the Minister can appeal a decision to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Individuals are no longer permitted to do so
· See:  https://www.mississauga.ca/council/committees/committee-of-adjustment/

· In Ontario, landowners have the right to develop their property, but they must comply with municipal zoning laws, provincial regulations, environmental policies, etc. The City has to render a decision for each application. An appeal is only possible to the Province  

Director Michael Suppa stated that “A variance allowing a 25-storey rental building which will sit less that 10 feet from the curb has been approved, even though the planning department was against the height, quoting from the Planning Department comments to the Committee of Adjustments
“In fact, the proposal maintains a similar intensity of development for the site, with the two previously approved 15 and 12-storey buildings being combined into a single building. Notwithstanding this, the Special Site Policy for the subject property stipulates the maximum heights permitted for the subject parcel are to be capped at 15-storeys and does not contemplate a scenario where the approved buildings are combined into one. “
“As a result, Planning staff are of the opinion that the proposed height is inconsistent with the intent of the official plan or zoning by-law as it is not consistent with the vision of the special site policy or site-specific zoning by-law established previously.”
“Variance 4 is not minor in nature and will not maintain a built form as originally envisioned by the exception zone schedule.”
Michael Suppa continued: In a letter you wrote to our community, you advised that:

“The project will deliver new rental housing which supports Council’s housing priorities Ultimately, the Committee of Adjustment will consider whether the application satisfies the four tests and will make a decision on the minor variance application.”


Questions and Answers:

· Do you agree that this building meets the criteria for a minor variance? 
· No
· Have you no concerns that this building will be situated less than 10 feet from the road with a cycle path and sidewalk in between?
· No
· Do you support building a 25-storey building that the city planners have stated is does not conform with the official plan?
· City Planning staff comments recommended the refusal for this specific variance request of 25 stories but the Committee of Adjustment did not agree and allowed the variance.

· Do you agree that the developer used a variance, which in the opinion of the planning department was NOT minor, to avoid the planning process to open the door for more 25-storey building on the property, while at the same time submitting a plan for 2 more units of the same size?
· No definitive answer

· Does the mayor’s plan differentiate between affordable housing versus just building more homes and cutting costs for the developers to make the units cheaper to build?
· Follow the link for detailed information: https://www.mississauga.ca/publication/partners-in-homebuilding-mayors-housing-task-force-report/

· Are these actually affordable homes suitable for families and seniors or is the cost savings from permits and incentives just going to the builder?  Will these units rent for less per square foot or more than the current rental buildings?

· No formal application has been made; therefore, the breakdown of units has not been formalized. Once an official application has been made the necessary studies, i.e. Traffic Impact Study, etc. have to be submitted. Councillor Fonseca will call a community meeting as she has done at each opportunity to ensure the voices of the community are heard and input is considered

· What percentage of each building will support low-income housing?
· Not known at this time

· While we are being told all the studies point to no problems moving forward with this new proposal, how will the amenities handle the influx of at minimum a 300% increase in the number of residents in these buildings?  Will they be parking at Longo’s again?
· The developer has to prove that enough parking spaces will be available. 

· Although we know that public consultation will be held, if an application is made for this second part, we also know what happened in 2016 when the original plan was approved.  How will you support our community while already stating that you will support the mayor’s housing plan?

· The municipality has to collaborate with the builders, abide by the laws of the Province, and keep the interest of the community in mind. Many different parts need to be considered. 

Questions from the floor

Question:  Was the new infrastructure, storm sewers etc., built based on existing density or with new development in mind or will we be flooded again once the Forest Park development is finished?
Answer:  The Masterplan from the City will be send to the RRA to be posted on the RRA website

Question: The Rathburn extension was a very dangerous road and has now become a nightmare.   Lately a Firetruck had to be guided out. The neighbours are requesting the removal of the curbs. 

Answer:  Councillor Fonseca is aware that the road infrastructure is different but all departments including the fire department were included in the planning and determined that winter maintenance and navigation by fire trucks is possible

Question: Who can appeal the decision made by the Committee of Adjustment

Answer:  For Forest Park the appeal period has been closed. The City or the school Board would have the option of appealing a variance.



Question: Did the City appeal and if not why? 

Answer: The response was that the City did not appeal but no reason was provided. 



[bookmark: _Hlk201155628]Question: How can the Councillor ensure that the voices of the community are heard?

Answer:  The Councillor advised that she has been doing everything in her power to listen to the community as long as she has been responsible for Ward 3. This was confirmed by the Planning Staff member. Councillor Fonseca will continue to hold Community meetings for any new development. She is happy to talk to community members individually or receive e-mails. 
	With the meeting running past our allotted time, Dale Biason advised that any unanswered questions would be posted on the RRA website with answers as soon as Councillor Fonseca provides the answers. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm	

Moved by Joe Silva and seconded by Leszek Pisarek   
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